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illustrates the bitterness which then existed between the
two members of the Seymour family. On February 15,
1548-1549, Sharington alleged that at the opening of
the mint in Durham Place, Thomas Seymour said to him
that he hoped the "Lord Protector do not make that
mynt for himself/' to which Sharington replied, "No,
they have indenturs as well as we [i.e. at Bristol] betwixt
the King and them," and that the Lord Admiral rejoined
that Bowes the treasurer was the Protector's man, as he
had been informed (Haynes's State Papers of Lord
Burleigh, 1740). '

Returning now to the principal subject, the first
document is that which sets out the constitution of the
mint in a form which is unusual in the case of a new
organization, the more general custom being to execute
an indenture, or agreement, between the Crown and the
intended officers.1

A Commission was directed to " John Bowes esquyer
treasaurer of oure mynt within oure maner called
Dureham Place, Eobert Eecorde esquyer comptroler of
the same mynt, and John Maire gentilman general
assayer there;" reciting that the King, by the advice
of his well-beloved uncle, Edward, Duke of Somerset,
and others of the Privy Council, was resolved to make
certain new moneys of gold and silver of the standards
and valuations thereinafter mentioned, "after oure
pclamacions be set fourth in that behalf." The three
officers were ordered to strike into print four manner of
coins of 22 c. fine gold and 2 c. alloy in the Ib. Troy, viz.

1 In an Exchequer account (303/5) certain sums are allowed for the
cost of writing the respective indentures for the mints at the Tower,
Southwark, Canterbury, York, Bristol and Dublin, between the regnal
years 1 and 4 Edw. VI, but no mention is made of a document for
Durham House.